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SUBJECT: ROC LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN 

REF: TAIPEI 4890 

1 . THE ROC LETTER CAMPAIGN AGAINST NORMALIZATION WHICH 
PRODUCED SEVERAL HUNDRED THOUSAND LETTERS TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER APPEARS TO HAVE GROUND TO A HALT IN THE WEEK 
FOLLOWING SECRETARY VANCE'S RETURN FROM PEKING. EVEN 
THOUGH THE CHINESE DAILY LIEN HO PAO (LHP), ONE OF THE 
PRINCPW FGINS BEHCD THSCAMPAIGN, IS STILL URGING 

ITS READERS TO CONTINUE SENDING LETTERS, ENTHUSIASM HAS 
COOLED AND THE ISSUE HAS LOST PROMINENT BILLING IN THE 
LOCAL PRESS. 

2. THOSE INVOLVED IN THE CAMPAIGN OBVIOUSLY BELIEVED 
THAT IT WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN INFLUENCING U.S. GOVERNMENT 
OPINION BEFORE THE PEKING TRIP. BECAUSE THIS PERCEPTION IS SHARED 
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BY THE GROC, THERE IS EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE CAMPAIGN 
TO INFLUENCE U.S. PLIC AND OFKCIAL ATTITUDES TOWARD TAIWAN 
WILL CONTINUE ALBEIT IN DIFFERENT FORM (SEE TAIPEI 5338). 

HOWEVER, WE ARE MORE INCLINED TO THINK THAT A 

SEPARATE REPORT ON THE SWITCH TO MORE SELECTIVE MEANS TO INFLUENCE 
OPINION IN THE UNITED STATES IS IN PREPARATION. 
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3. ON AUGUST 23 THE LHP REPORTED FIGURES RELEASED BY 
ROC POST OFFICE THAT 221,027 LETTERS WERE SENT TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
DURING THE PERIOD BETWEEN IULY 24 AND AUGUST 22. 

ESTIMATES ARE THAT UP TO 300,000 LETTERS MAY HAVE BERN 
POSTED. DURING APPROXIMATELY THE SAME PERIOD, EMBASSY 
TAIPEI RECEIVED OVER 2,000 LETTERS. WHILE IMPOSSIBLE 
TO COMPILE ACCURATE STATISTICS, IT IS INTERESTING TO 
NOTE THE WIDESPREAD POPULAR ACCEPTANCE AND SUPPORT OF 
THE CAMPAIGN AMONG ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. IT PROVIDED 
AN OCCASION FOR PARTICIPATROY PATRIOTISM BY GOQS AND 
CITIZENS RANGING FROM UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS AND GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS TO TAXI DRIVERS AND STREET VENDORS DURING 
THE PERIOD OF PRE- VISIT TENSION. EVEN PRISONERS WERE 
ENCOURAGED TO WRITE (AND WE KNOW OF ONE INSTANCE IN 
WHICH AN AMERICAN INMATE WAS ASKED TO HELP ADDRESS 
LETTERS). FORM LETTERS WERE DISTRIBUTED IN MANY OFFICES 
AND FACTORIES, WITH THE LHP AND CHINA TRUST AND INVEST- 
MENT CORPORATION OFFERING TO FORWARD LETTERS. ORGANIZED 
CAMPAIGNS IN THE U.S. SUCH AS ADVERTISEMENTS PRINTED 
IN THE NEW YORK TIMES AND WASHINGTON POST AND ACTIVITIES 
OF PRO-ROC GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WERE REPORTED BY THE 
PRESS HERE AS ENCOURAGEMENT TO LETTER WRITERS. SAMPLE 
FORMATS AND SUGGESTED TOPICS WERE PRESENTED BY A VARIETY 
OF COLMUNISTS, EDITORS, AND SELF-STYLED ADVISORS, 

INCLUDING A FEW AMERICAN RESIDENTS SYMPATHETIC TO THE ROC 
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CAUSE. 

SULLIVAN 
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